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any particular ſcience, or a part, wherein bene- 


fit is likely to accrue to his fellow-ercatures, 


it becomes a duty indiſpenſably neceſſary to 


make his knowledge as public as poffible, that 
every perſon may have an opportunity of re- 


ceiving advantage from his labours. ut when 


men publith their obſervations on theſe fubjets | 


W HERE men have devoted their time to 


in the common mode, ſuch publications gene · 


rally fall only 1 into the hands of thoſe, to whom 


information in that particular department be⸗ 


comes uſeful from pecuniary emolument, atten- 
4 2 n 


dant on ſuch acquiſitions. Indeed few others 


ſearch after them; hence theſe improvements 


are only manifeſted to a very limited circle; 
and notwithſtanding they are conveyed in ſuch 


_ eaſy, and intelligible terms, diveſted of all tech- 
nical phraſes, as render them readily compre- 


henſible to the commoneſt capacities; ſtill ſuch 
ſubjects not employing the attention, or ſcarce 
ever the reflection of by far the greateſt part of 
mankind; from the great majority being in- 
curious; many beneficial diſcoveries in ſcience 


lie buried almoſt 1 in oblivion. 


Beſides there .lives another ſource which im- 


. pedes the progreſs, and prevents ſuch works 


from becoming ſo generally diffuſive, as the 
utility oftentimes has a right to expect. Men 


| practiſing any. branch of an art, wherein, they ex- 
pect to derive to themſelves any emolument, care- 


fully conceal every. effort of others, which they 


themſelxes are incapable of purſuing; and rather 


chuſe to blunder on in an uncertain path, condu- 


cive to their own. profit, than caudidly confers a 


ſuperiority in any mode, or attribute an excel - 
lence but to their own, It is for theſe reaſons, 
perhaps, that the Eſſay on: Crookednefs and the 


means of remedying the malady, which. have 


pußlhed, appears not to be. ſo pact known, 
Ws, 


6 v ) 
As the conſequence of the ſje ſceriis to re- 
quire; perhaps people may conjecture, as it 
belon 88 to medicine, the obſervations are con- 
veyed in the pompous terms peculiarly appro- 
priated to that art; ſuch notions, however, are 
erroneous, the eſſay is written in an eaſy ſtile, 
the author's deſcriptions of the cauſe and modes 
of cure delivered in a language the moſt plain 
and ſimple; and the falutary effects of the pro- 
poſed remedy, exemplified by a number of caſes 
from the moſt indiſputable authorities; atteſted 
by characters whoſe veracity ſtands unimpeach- 
ed, and by men alſo of the firſt medical and 
ſurgical abilities ; men who have had ocular 
proof of the efficacy of mechanic powers, applied 
in theſe diſeaſes, for little aſſiſtance is neceſſary 


from the medic art. 


I ſhould not have made theſe obſervations, 
had I not found that many families, and board- 
ing ſchools, where ſuch a remedy has been 
much wiſhed for, have not even heard of 
this invention, or knew that any book had 
been publiſhed on the ſubject. I am there- 
fore ſtimulated, as well for the good of the 
community in general, as for my own pri- 
vate intereſt, to take every fair means to ob- 


viate the difficulties that are likely to prevent 
A 3 what 
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what I have offered to the public, from a 
ing univerſally known; and have, on that ac- 
count, adopted this mode of a circulatory 
addreſs; annexing ſuch opinions of the work, 
and utility of the invention, as will, I flatter 
myſelf, enſure the public attention, and occa- 
fion them to conſider this attempt not unworthy 
their approbation, and recommend to their 
conſideration, and nice examination, the labours 


of 
Their moſt obedient, 
obliged, and faithful ſervant. 


P. JONES. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
© oe} £1 1 
JOHN HUNTER, EQ 


SURGEON TO THE KING, LECTURER IN SURGERY, $UR- 
GEON OF sr. GEORGE's HOSPITAL, r. R. s. &c. 


« HAVE had many opportunities of ſeeing good 
effects from the application of Mr. Jones's ſtays and ap- 
paratus in caſes of curvatures of the back bone ; they will 


not, however, be proper in all caſes, and even in thoſe for 


which they are particularly adapted, great attention is 
neceſſary in the mode of uſing them. I confider Mr. 
Jones to be a very good judge both of the caſes in which 
they will be proper, and the mode of applying them, and 
have reaſon to believe, that for his own ſake, he would 


not chuſe to apply them, unleſs he had conſiderable hopes | 


of their proving uſeful. 


Leiceſter-Square, JOHN HUNTER.” 
Auguſt 1th, 1788. | 


From the ANALYTICAL REview, for Fuly, 1788. 


The author in this treatiſe recommends the applica- 
tion of a mechanical apparatus, invented by himſelf, with 
a view to remove or leſſen thoſe deformities which are 
occahoaned by incurvations of the. ſpine; and we muſt 
acknowledge, that the principles on which he does this, 
appear to be very rational, being founded on a due conſi- 
deration of the circumſtances of the complaint, and of the 
peculiar cauſes which produce it. 

After enumerating the ſeveral cauſes of ſpinal de- 
formity, as mentidned by the moſt celebrated writers, in 


&A's which 


P 
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which he diſcovers a competent knowledge of the anato- 


mical ſtructure of the parts, and we may alſo ſay no in- 
conſiderable acquaintance with medical books, he adds, 
that diſtortion may be conſidered as © having a foftneſs of 
the bones for the pre-diſpoſing, and a preſſure for the 
© immediate cauſe, He notices alſo the ſeveral methods 
which have been heretofore recommended to remedy crook- 
edneſs, ſome of which are ſtill in uſe, ſuch as weights 
applied to the prominent parts of deformed ſubjects, the 


neck-ſwing, the ſcrew-chair, the ſwinging dumb bells, 


and the uſual preſſure from ſtays, all which he reprobates, 


and we think very juſtly, as not only unequal to the re- 
moval of diſtortion, but as being likely, in moſt caſes, to 
_ aggravate the evil. 


The general indication to be pur- 
* fued in attempting the cure, muſt be” (to uſe our author's 
words) © to counteract the bending force by diminiſhing 
© the compreſſion on the concave ſide of the curvature,' 


and this can, obviouſly, be done by no other means than 
by thoſe which take off the ſuperincumbent weight, Mr, 


Jones aſſures us, that his appartus is ſo conſtrued as 
effectually to anſwer this important purpoſe; and though 


he has given no particular deſcription of this mechanical 


eontrivance, nor annexed any drawing of it, which might 
enable the reader to judge of its probable utility, yet the 
favourable report which is given of it in the courſe of tfie 
work, by different medical gentlemen of the moſt reſpect- 
able characters, and the ample teſtimony of caſes in which 


it has been advantageouſly applied, which is adduced, will 
fully juſtify us in recommending it to the particular atten- 


tion of thofe who may be intereſted for perſons. labouring 
under this unhappy complaint. 
„Mr. Jones, we find, is a ſtay- maker; and it was from: 


the nature of his employment, he tells us, that he was firſt 


led to conſider the ſubject of err We cannot help 
— 
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remarking on this circumſtance; that he ſeems likely; by 
his good ſenſe and aſſiduity, t& make amends for the in- 
juries which we fear, through the prevalence of faſhion, 
his more ignorant brethren have done to ſociety, by the 
general abſurd conſtruction and bad application of that 


part of the female dreſs which is committed to their care. 
| GY 


From the IMPART1AL REVIEw, for April 1788. 


{© THE author of this ingenious eſſay follows the bu- 
ſineſs of ſtay-making, which gave him frequent opportu- 
nities of obſerving diſtortions; he contrived various modes 
of relief; attended the anatomical lectures of the late Pr. 
Hunter, and at length found the methods which form the 
ſubject of the work before us, and of which, long experi- 
ence, he tell us, has confirmed the utility, The Eſſay is 
well and ſcientifically written; with the modeſty becom- 
ing a man of real knowledge; and the rationality and 
ſucceſs of his methods of cure ſupported by upwards of fifty 
caſes, the particulars of which are given in the courſe of 
the work. He has met with the ſupport of many of the 
Faculty, who greatly approve of his ingenuity, and fre- 
quently adopt his modes of cure. The Plates are. accy- 
rate and well engraved.” TS 


From the Ex IIsH Review, for Auguſt 1788. 


& WE have forinerly beheld with pleaſure the ingenuity 
of a ſtay- maker in literary purſuits; and we now have the 
fatisfaction to find a perſon of the ſame employmetit exer- 
ciſing his inventive genius on a mechanical ſubject. Mr, 
9 | Jones's 
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Jones's occupation had long afforded him an opportunity 
of ſeeing the human frame varioufly diſtorted. He was 
led to different kinds of contrivances to hide the defects of 
form from the obſerving eye, and to conſider, the beſt way 
he could, the cauſe from which it originated. He inge- 
nuouſly acknowledges that he long wandered in the dark, 


until one circumſtance began to diſſipate his ignorance, 


and convince him that diſtortions deduced their origin 
from incurvations of the ſpine. On attending a young 
lady who was deformed, in the preſence of a ſurgeon, the 
latter elevated the patient by the head; and, in this atti- 
tnde, Mr. Jones obſerved that her form became almoſt 
perfectly ſtraight. He was then ſtruck with the thought, 
that if the could be kept continually in this poſition till 


| the grew, and conſequently ſtronger, the blemiſh of her 


ſhape would be entirely removed. Various were the in- 


_ ventions he made uſe of, and were often attended with 
ſucceſs; but, ſenſible of the diſadvantage he laboured under 


in not being converſant with anatomical knowledge, he 


determined on attending the lectures of the Iate Dr. Hun- 


ter, and others, particularly with the view of learning 


the ſtructure of the ſpine, This plan he immediately 


adopted; and the reſult was, the method of correcting 
diſtortions of the _ which he now ſubmits to the 
public. : 

& Without detailing Mr. Jones's medical learning, 
which we muſt acknowledge is far more extenſive than 
might be expected, we ſhall lay before our readers the 
opinion of this ſelf-taught phyſiologiſt relative to the 
cauſe of diſtortion : 

Of all the cauſes of diſtortions or curvatures of the 
« ſpine, I conſider the mullities ofſium, or ſoftneſs of the 
© bone, as the moſt general and frequent. In this caſe it 
F is 1 898 of 2225 pliability, and will mould itſelf to 

6 any 
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© any form, or bend without breaking; which will be 
© more or leſs, according to the weight it ſuſpends, or 
© ſuſtains ; therefore thoſe in this ſtate which ſupport the 
© greateſt weight are always moſt bent; and indeed this 
© cauſe is ſo common, that wherever we obſerve a curva- 
ture we may, for the moſt part, ſuppoſe the mollities 
© exiſting as the pre-diſpoſing cauſe, 

* Phyſiologiſts have taken great pains in order to diſ- 
© cover the true cauſe of theſe appearances: Glyſton ſays 
© there is no defect of bony matter in theſe caſes, but that 
© it runs out of its proper direCtion, as in the ſpine it 
© puſhes beyond the edges of the vertebrz, &c. How- 
© ever, the moſt ſatisfactory hypotheſis ſeems to be, that, 
© in ſome part or other of life, from ſome conſtitutional 
© diſorder, there is a deficiency of oſſific matter, whence - 
© the bones become ſoft, and thence, in confequence ob 
< preſſure, they are diſtorted various ways, according to 
© the direction of that preſſure, Diſtortion, therefore, 
© may be conſidered as having a ſoftneſs of the bones, fer 
the pre-diſpoling, and preſſure for the more unmediate 
© cauſe.” 

& Mr, Jones evinces no ſuperficial acquaintance with 
the writings of Du Hamel, Mayis, Vacher, Turner, 
Aftruc, and other eminent chirurgical authors; but with 
none of them are we better ſatisfied, on the ſubje& of 
diſtortion, than his own obſervations; and, with reſpect 
to his practical treatment, it is our opinion that he excels 


the whole of them put together. 

« Mr. Jones declares himſelf explicitly againſt the uſe 
of the neck-ſwing, the ſcrew-chair, and ſwinging the 
dumb bells. Of the farſt of theſe expedients he ſpeaks in 
the following terms: | 
© This is fixed to the top of the room at one end, and 


c iato the other is faſtened the head of the child, ſuſpend- 
; 6 ing 
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ſenſe determine. 
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r Ing the body by the chin and hind head. In this fituz- 
tion the child ſwings as long as it can bear it; but, 
© though the ſpine will appear ſtraight while the child! is 


kept in that poſture, it cannot continue ſo above ten or 


r fifteett minutes at one time; whence the ſpine foon falls 
into the ſame ſtate as before, and becomes often worſe 
« from the violence of the opetation, as it tends to ſtrain 
the ligaments and cartilages which unite the vertebræ, 


particularly thoſe of the neck, as they are the moſt 


© flender, and having the whole weight of the body hang: 
© ing to them; hence, inſtead of ſtrengthening the parts, 


or ſupporting them till nature can relieve theit defects, 
© they are more enfeebled, and left in too debilitated ſtate; 


© and I am perſuaded many ladies to this practice may at- 
© tribute the occurrence of the diſeaſe; for, whether the 
frame call for ſuch an attempt or not, it is common to 
© make uſe of this ſwing. How prepoſtetous! What can 
© we expect from placing a delicate frame, where the car- 
© tilages are already in too expanded, and the ligaments 
© in too relaxed a ſtate, in this fitnation ? Let common 
. 

e We need ſay no more in favour of Mr. Jones's per- 
formance than that it contains fifty- five caſes of his method 
of treatment in diſtortions of the fpine, accompanied with 
a number 85 teſtimonials of his ſucceſs, and a m of 


engravings.” 
Fm the Moxrrly Review, for February 1489s 


c The author of this Eſſay begins his preface with in- 
forming us by what means he, who follows the buſineſs 


of ſtay-making, became qualified to undertake the cure of 


x dife aſe 


* - 
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A diſeaſe which had long puzzled the moſk, aminent men * 
the faculty. 

« Having frequent opportunities of feeing the Hachen 
body varioufty diſtorted, his invention was often exerciſed 
in contrivances to hide fuch defect from the obſerving eye: 
anxious to gain a competent knowledge of the natura} 
form of the human ſtructure, he attended anatomical lec- 
tures, eſpecially thoſe of the late Dr. William Hunter; 
by which means he became acquainted with the various 
parts of the body, particularly the ſpine; and after know. 
ing its ſtructure, action, and dependencies, and alſo the 
modes made uſe of in the animal ceconomy for the for- 
mation of the bone, he at laſt cantrived an apparatus, 
which ſucceſsfully reſtores diſtortions of various kinds. 
What the contrivance is, he has not thought proper ta 
publiſh, but if we may judge of its efficacy from the fifty- 
five caſes which he hath given, it undoubtedly deſerves 
the higheſt praiſe. 

«© The plates are figures of ſeveral variouſly aiftorted 
trunks, which are referred to in the deſcriptions of the 
caſes, and they ſeem ſuch as many medical gentlemen, 
would be apt to deem incurable, - 


AFTER the book was gone to-prefs, I received, among 

gthers, : a letter from Mrs. L. (See the account of this young 
lady, in caſe xxxxv, in the book.) Alſo two letters from 
a lady, (recommended by Mr. Farquhar, Surgeon, Mart- 
borough-Street) reſpecting her daughter, whoſe diſtortion, | 
of the ſpine was that of the common twiſt, in elevating. 
the ſhoulder and hip, which always makes its appearance 
(as it is ſaid) larger, as the ſpine is out of Its Center, 


„V. . 


* 
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ec R. 15 not having an opportunity of calling on 
Philip jones as ſhe intended; defires he will pleaſe to 
[| call, or ſend to William Arch's, for the ſpinal apparatus. 
K % R. L. and her huſband defire their friend Philip 
Jones to aecept, though late, of their grateful acknow- 
ledgements for the great benefit their daughter has recei- 
ved from wearing his apparatus, for ſhe is now perfectly 
reſtored; and they will be glad to recommend his appara- 
tus wherever they think benefit will reſult from it, wiſh- 


his endeavours in this line may always be attended with 
equal ſucceſs.“ 


Lendon, May 23, 1788. 


| June 24th, 1788. 
«STR, 

% ] RECEIVED my daughter on Saturday laſt, and 

« think myſelf much obliged by your great attention to her, 

during the ſhort time ſhe has been under your care; and 

I really think there is as much alteration in her ſhape, for 


| [| the better, as I could poſſibly expect. About a month, 


or fix weeks hence, I ſhould wiſh you to ſee her; and I 
hope I ſhall be able to form a plan for your meeting her 
at Cambridge, that you will be able to accede to. I muſk 

beg leave to thank you, Sir, for your civility in inſtru. 

ing my maid ; who ſpeaks highly of your politeneſs on 
this occaſion, My daughter begs her compliments. 


6 am, Sir, your moſt obedient, humble ſervant. 


( 1s ) RENE 
alete Nov. wy 1780 
« SIR, | 
« I HAVE omitted to anſwer your letter which 1 re- 
ceived in October, longer than 1 intended, owing to 
numberleſs engagements, and my abſence, part of the 
time, from home. I have the pleaſure to tell you that 
my daughter has, upon the whole, been very attentive 
ſince you ſaw her; and I think the back-bone is quite 
ſtraight, and the hips look perfectly even. The preſent 
inſtrument is within fix notches of its full extent, but 
probably that may be as much as it may want more to be 
raiſed; but of this you are the beſt judge, and I ſhall hope 
to hear from you. Miſs Lee, I hear, is very eaſy, and is 
much better. Miſs P. deſires her compliments, all my 
my deſire reſpects to you. 
92 am, Sir, your very humble ſervant.” 


— 


As it is very evident that prodigious lifadrantages' and 
evil conſequences accrue from diſtortions, and though the 
greateſt number may be remedied by the imple apparatus 
1 make uſe of, the application of which is not painful, 
neither confines a child from exerciſe ; ſtill prevention is 
infinitely more eligible than cures, however eafy and cer- 
tain; which may generally be accompliſhed by taking 
proper care of children in the early part of life, particu- 
larly in thoſe who are of a weakly and delicate habit. 
Many of thoſe, where diſtortion had threatened, have 
been prevented, and continue ſtraight, healthy children, 
by different ſimple means which I have adapted, by keeping 
them in erect poſtures, and affording ſupport to the ſpine, 
(the pillar of the body) ſuch as they can bear with per- 
fect eaſe, and will not impede activity, but give them an 


agrecable and graceful carriage; 1 therefore offer my ſer- 


I | „ 
1 a al , 
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yice to.the.public, to ſupply ladies with ſtays, &c. &c. &e. 
| judiciouſly adapted, and made under my own inſpection, 
occalionally renewed as neceſſity may point out, paying 
every. attention, and viſit them, at leaſt, twice a month, 
| Toe” five mn 355 ane . 


> I RI -. 


; -5:Letter fem Dr. Hors, reſpeRting a young lady from 

à boardingeſehool at Halifax in Yorkſhire, affected with 
the common twiſt, who came to London in April _ 
Zo is now perfectly ſtraight, 


* "We HurLME preſents his compliments ta a Mr. Jones, 
pct Lady who waits upon him with this note is a par- 
ticular, friend of his, and he withes him to weigh the caſe 
maturely which will be repreſented to him, and adviſe her 
what will be beſt to be done,” 
_ *Eharter-Houſe-Square,. 
Ma⸗ay 2, 1788. 
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In September following arrived another young lady 


from the ſame ſchool, from tlie governeſs of which I re- 
eeivedt the following letter ; | | 


el tit | Halifax, February 175 1789. 
6. 8. 1 R, | 

71 have the pleaſure to inform you, that Miß p. 
e be perfectly even; and I never remember her 
enjoying ſo. good a ſtate of health as ſhe has done this 
winter. The two young ladies, with my ſiſter, beg tg 
| bad in ele, 4 
1 am, Sir,, your humble ſervant, 

55 75 D © M. MELEIN," 


4 . 
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; RB. Wherever the bn; is hare "Ry the. diſtor- 
tion, thoſe pains in the different parts occaſioning diff 
culty i in reſpiration, &c. &c; is ſoon removed by the ap 
plication of my apparatus. | ; 


